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Dr. B. R. AMBEDKAR OPEN UNIVERSITY

Prof. G. Ram Reddy Research Academy of Distance Education (GRADE)

Prof. G.Ram Reddy Marg, Road No.46, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad - 500 033 (A.P)

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University (BRAOU), formerly known as Andhra Pradesh Open University, is the first Open University in India. It was established by an Act of A.P. State Legislature in 1982. Its primary objective is to provide opportunities for higher education to all sections of society and to cater to changing individual and social needs. The motto of the University is Education for All. The University offers 26 programmes in the Arts, Commerce, Science and Social Sciences faculties with an annual enrolment of about 1.20 lakh students. The Headquarters of the University are located at Hyderabad.

Prof. G. RAM REDDY RESEARCH ACADEMY OF 

DISTANCE EDUCATION (GRADE) 

Research is of paramount significance for successful and effective management of Open Distance Learning (ODL) and for professional development of the persons involved in ODL Institutions. The research outcome helps in enhancing the quality of teaching and learning i.e., designing suitable learning materials, effective course delivery systems and student support services. It also examines the strategies and policies implemented by ODL Institutions to see if they meet the characteristics and needs of the distance learners.

In order to benefit the Open Distance Learning systems of India and abroad, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University has set up the GRADE.   This Academy for research in distance education helps formalize and collate all academic efforts so as to encourage research studies in ODL system, which would not only greatly contribute for quality and development of distance education but also improve the services to the distance learners.  The added benefit is that building a research environment is conducive to professional development of teachers of ODL and would certainly yield rich dividends to the open learning system.

OBJECTIVES

· To carry out system-based research in distance education in India, the Asian Region and beyond;
· To conduct workshops, seminars and training programs;
· To collaborate with institutions and agencies to undertake distance education research in India and abroad;

· To undertake consultancy;
· To sponsor research projects;
· To disseminate knowledge in the field of distance education;
· To establish and maintain a data bank in the field of distance education;

· To offer fellowships; and
· To conduct evaluation studies.
GRADE caters to the needs of distance teaching institutions, distance educators, researchers, policy makers, organizations and institutions with research interests for promoting distance education. Its specific functions are geared to match the requirements of target groups.

GRADE conducts evaluation studies on system and procedures adopted and student responses to various academic programmes, study material, and support services provided in order to get the feedback to improve the quality and relevance of programmes offered and services provided.

FUNCTIONS

One of the important functions of the Academy includes organizing periodic interactive workshops on Research Methodology in Distance Education and preparing manuals on Research Methodology. The Academy would further systematize the process of enquiry into distance education systems and procedures. Specific attention is given to impact studies, longitudinal studies and action research projects. Creating an exhaustive database on distance education in the regions/countries and providing access to this data to researchers would be yet another very important function to promote such system-based research, which ensures enhancing the quality of learning material and excellence in scholarship. Collaborative Research Projects will be undertaken by GRADE with other Distance Education Institutions in India. The Academy will play a crucial role in inviting scholars with rich experience and eminent experts in distance education/open learning to carry out studies in curriculum design and quality teaching.

PUBLICATIONS OF GRADE

· SPECTRUM – Research Contributions of India’s First Open University 
· Manual for Management of Study Centers 
· India’s First Open University – Experience of Two Decades.
· Best Practices in Open Distance Education

· Planning and Design of Academic Programmes
· Development of Curriculum and Learning Material
· House & Print Style Manual
· Learner Services Quality Parameters
· Development of Audio Visual and Computer Aided Learning Materials and Research

· Management of Learner Assessment and Evaluation 
ONGOING PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES

· Ph.D. Programme in Distance Education.

· International (AAOU) Visiting Fellowships.

· An Evaluation Study on Impact of Tele-lessons, Tele-conferencing, Radio-Phone-in on Learners of Dr. BRAOU.

· An Evaluation study on Impact of Counselling-cum-Contact Class on Dr. BRAOU.

· ‘Learner’s Skills for Effective Learning’.  A Handbook for Dr. BRAOU Learners
· Research & Evaluation Projects by the teachers of Dr. BRAOU as a quality assurance activity.

· Data Bank of Dr. BRAOU
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For further information contact


Director
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